
April 26, 2016 
 
TO: Eugene City Council, Mayor Kitty Piercy, City Manager Jon Ruiz, and City of Eugene 
Planning Division 
 

South Willamette Neighbors thanks Mayor Kitty Piercy for recommending that the City put 
an end to the SW-SAZ rezoning plan and offering to initiate a different planning process for 
improvements to properties located in south Eugene. We appreciate her concession that 
the process failed and now look forward to closing the book on the plan with the formal 
withdrawal of all land use applications related to Code Amendments, Metro Plan 
Amendments, Refinement Plan Amendments, and Zone Changes (CA-15-1, MA-15-2, RA-
15-1, Z-15-4) that were recommended for approval as SW-SAZ. This final step will signal 
that we are ready to move forward with a new and improved process for public 
engagement and community support. 
 

As you know, we are an active and engaged community that has heard the voices of our 
neighbors through the SWN survey that obtained 23-pages of optional comments from 211 
respondents opposing the implementation of SW-SAZ in just six weeks. These objections 
were later confirmed with the SWN petition that has gathered over 600 signatures 
requesting that the City initiate a refinement plan before setting in place any zoning 
changes in our neighborhoods. Our community has also approved five principles of unity 
with actions recommended for the City regarding SW-SAZ, which are: 
 

1. Take all residential properties and the 4J property (former Willard School) off the plan until 
a refinement plan is in place. 

2. Put a refinement plan in place. 
3. Put transportation and other infrastructure improvements in place, as well as wait for the 

outcome of the Willamette traffic experiment, before considering changing zoning or plan 
designation for residential properties. 

4. Remove the MMA (Multimodal Mixed-Use Area) designation from the plan. 
5. Approve Mixed-Use designation, design standards, lower heights to 3 stories, for the 

commercial areas between 24th and 29th, without changing the current protections for 
adjacent residential properties. 

 
Once again we look forward to hearing from the City leaders and staff regarding next steps. In the 
meantime, please include these comments in the public record related to SW-SAZ. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and encouragement of community engagement.  
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
South Willamette Neighbors 
PO Box 5604 
Eugene OR 97405 


