
SWN Position on SW-SAZ 
What do the residents of the South Willamette Special Area Zone (SW-SAZ) want for their 

neighborhood? (Updated** February 18, 2016) 

Following the Eugene City Council motions of October 21 and November 9, 2015, that have delayed a 

decision on the SW-SAZ, the South Willamette Neighbors membership engaged in a number of lively and 

detailed discussions about what they would like to see happen next in the neighborhood. They arrived 

at a list of positions, each one approved by vote of the membership on December 1, 2015. 

1. Take all residential properties and the 4J property (former Willard School) off the plan until a 

refinement plan is in place. 

2. Put a refinement plan in place. 

3. Put transportation and other infrastructure improvements in place, as well as wait for the 

outcome of the Willamette traffic experiment, before considering changing zoning or plan 

designation for residential properties. 

4. Remove the MMA (Multimodal Mixed-Use Area)* designation from the plan. 

5. Approve Mixed-Use designation, design standards, lower heights to 3 stories, for the 

commercial areas between 24th and 29th, without changing the current protections for 

adjacent residential properties 

*The Multimodal Mixed-Use Area (MMA) designation may be applied by local governments to 

downtowns, town centers, main streets, and other areas inside Urban Growth Boundaries where the 

local government determines that there is: 

 High-quality connectivity to and within the area by modes of transportation other than the 

automobile; 

 A denser level of development of a variety of commercial and residential uses than in 

surrounding areas; 

 A desire to encourage these characteristics through development standards; and 

 An understanding that increased automobile congestion within and around the MMA is 

accepted as a potential trade-off.  

For more information, 

see http://www.oregon.gov/LCD/docs/transportation/MMA%20Info%20and%20Guidance%20Dec%2

02012.pdf 

And further: 

The flexibility gained by the MMA designation comes from the lifting of a requirement in the 

Transportation Planning Rules (TPR) to apply automobile congestion standards to the review of certain 

land use changes. Specifically, a local jurisdiction does not need to apply local or state congestion 

performance standards when evaluating proposed plan amendments against the TPR in OAR 660-012-
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0060. The act of designating an MMA is also not subject to significant effect evaluation requirements 

under this rule. 

Within an adopted MMA, these land use decisions need not be tested for “significant effect” for 

performance standards related to motor vehicle traffic congestion. 
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