
April 5, 2016 
 
To: Eugene City Council, Mayor Kitty Piercy, and City Manager Jon Ruiz: 
cc: Mr. Hicks and Mr. Odell, Oregon Consensus 
 
South Willamette Neighbors thanks Oregon Consensus for including representatives of our 
membership in interviews for the assessment report commissioned by the City of Eugene 
regarding the proposed South Willamette Special Area Zone (SW-SAZ). 
 
South Willamette Neighbors (SWN) comprises a large number of south Eugene residents who 
are most directly impacted by the proposed SW-SAZ.  We are pleased to see that the report notes 
some of our concerns about the proposed rezoning. 
 
At our general membership meeting on March 29, 2016, a good portion of the meeting agenda 
was dedicated to reporting on and discussing with our members the Oregon Consensus 
report. Based on input from our members, the SWN Steering Committee was directed to respond 
with this letter concerning the assessment report. 
 
We agree with the report’s findings that a shift away from an “adversarial dynamic” and toward 
“inquiry, exploration, and learning” will be helpful steps for further consideration of SW-SAZ by 
the city and impacted neighborhoods. 
 
And we agree with the report’s assessment that trust between residents and the city is at least in 
part an issue with the SW-SAZ, and that concrete steps can be taken to improve communication 
and trust.  For example, we note that the city has invested in a new South Willamette Special 
Area Zone informational website.  The new website does not even mention the four impacted 
neighborhoods’ recommendations concerning SW-SAZ sent to the city in an approved letter, nor 
does it mention South Willamette Neighbors or our positions.  Having trust in the city could start 
with having neighborhood views more broadly reflected in City of Eugene communications. 
 
But overall, SWN has been encouraged by our civic engagement with both residents and public 
officials around this issue. We have received support and trust from representatives of the city, 
including City of Eugene Councilors Betty Taylor, Mike Clark, George Brown, Greg Evens, and 
George Poling who voted to slow down and potentially revise the SW-SAZ plan.  We also have 
been heartened by the other councilors and by Mayor Piercy who have voiced understanding of 
our concerns with the residential neighborhood impacts of the proposed SW-SAZ. 
 



Therefore, SWN would point out that rectification of substantive issues within the SW-SAZ 
stands as the most paramount issue going forward.  Better trust and communication will be 
helpful – but the substantive issues will need to be addressed in specific detail, through an 
officially sanctioned refinement plan or a similar mechanism for engaged neighborhood input.  
 
In some cases these substantive issues might be better resolved by more widespread city 
knowledge of current conditions and achievements within SW-SAZ.  The fact that south 
Willamette impacted neighborhoods already have achieved a high level of population density, 
that they are settled, affordable, and economically viable neighborhoods, and that they are 
walkable and vibrant communities, are considerations in the SWN recommendations for moving 
forward.  Design standards and other positive recommendations are included in the SW-SAZ, but 
the straightforward path to support from our neighborhood group, with support from the 
impacted city-sponsored neighborhood organizations, can be gleaned from the recommendations 
stated by SWN in our December 1, 2015, letter to the city:	  

1. Take all residential properties and the 4J property (former Willard School) off the plan until a 
refinement plan is in place. 

2. Put a refinement plan in place. 
3. Put transportation and other infrastructure improvements in place, as well as wait for the outcome 

of the Willamette traffic experiment, before considering changing zoning or plan designation for 
residential properties. 

4. Remove the MMA (Multimodal Mixed-Use Area) designation from the plan. 
5. Approve Mixed-Use designation, design standards, lower heights to 3 stories, for the commercial 

areas between 24th and 29th, without changing the current protections for adjacent residential 
properties.  

We remain open to working with the City of Eugene and the city’s Planning Department to address these 
substantive issues. 

Sincerely, 

South Willamette Neighbors 

P.O. Box 5604 

Eugene, OR 97405 

 

 

 

 


