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Residential 

This category is expressed in gross acre density ranges. Using gross acres, approximately 32 percent of 

the area is available for auxiliary uses, such as streets, elementary and junior high schools, 

neighborhood parks, other public facilities, neighborhood commercial services, and churches not 

actually shown on the Metro Plan Diagram.  Such auxiliary uses shall be allowed within residential 

designations if compatible with refinement plans, zoning ordinances, and other local controls for 

allowed uses in residential neighborhoods.  The division into low, medium, and high densities is 

consistent with that depicted on the Metro PlanDiagram.  In other words:  

•Low density residential—Through 10 units per gross acre  

•Medium density residential—Over 10 through 20 units per gross acre  

•High density residential—Over 20 units per gross acre 
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Policies  

A.9 Establish density ranges in local zoning and development regulations that are consistent with the 

broad density categories of this plan.  

Low density:  Through 10 dwelling units per gross acre (could translate up to 14.28 units per net acre 

depending on each jurisdictions implementation measures and land use and development codes)   

Medium density:  Over 10 through 20 dwelling units per gross acre (could translate to over 14.28 units 

per net acre through 28.56 units per net acre depending on each jurisdictions implementation measures 

and land use and development codes)  

High density:  Over 20 dwelling units per gross acre (could translate to over 28.56 units per net acre 

depending on each jurisdiction’s implementation measures and land use and development codes)  

A.10 Promote higher residential density inside the UGB that utilizes existing infrastructure, improves the 
efficiency of public services and facilities, and conserves rural resource lands outside the UGB.  
A.11 Generally locate higher density residential development near employment or commercial services, 
in proximity to major transportation systems or within transportation-efficient nodes.  
A.12 Coordinate higher density residential development with the provision of adequate infrastructure 
and services, open space, and other urban amenities.  
A.13 Increase overall residential density in the metropolitan area by creating more opportunities for 
effectively designed in-fill, redevelopment, and mixed use while considering impacts of increased 
residential density on historic, existing and future neighborhoods.  
A. 14 Review local zoning and development regulations periodically to remove barriers to higher density 
housing and to make provision for a full range of housing options.  
A.15 Develop a wider range of zoning options such as new zoning districts, to fully utilize existing Metro 
Plan density ranges.  
A. 16 Allow for the development of zoning districts which allow overlap of the established Metro Plan 
density ranges to promote housing choice and result in either maintaining or increasing housing density 
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in those districts. Under no circumstances, shall housing densities be allowed below existing Metro Plan 
density ranges. 



Current Metro plan designations:

 

 




